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on 5/11/08
B T ¥4 (Ellen Yu Lau)

On this sunny morning, over 50 Beinu alumni and their families
and friends were seated in a big bus on the way to Napa. Since
we have a reputation of being studious, the Napa trip committee
hired a wine consultant to teach us wine tasting during our bus
ride. Mr. Hwang (?Lr]ﬁ? f#), a good friend of Shao-Ying Cheng
(& éﬁﬁﬁ) went over a lot of stuff with us and even threatened
us with a quiz to ensure we pay attention. We learned a lot
from listening to him attentively and also from actually tasting the
wine on the bus. We tasted 2 bottles of wine, the 2006 Simi
Chardonnay and 2005 Montes Alpha Cabernet Sauvignon. Listed
below are key points from Mr. Huang’s teaching.

T |
SIMI

)

MONTES ALPHA

5 Steps in Wine Tasting:

) swirl the wine in the wine glass

2)  letthe wine release its smell

3)  use our nose to smell first

4)  use fruit, coffee or chocolate to describe the smell
5)  take asip of wine and describe the taste

White Wine. We normally use fruits to describe the smell. The
Chardonnay we tasted has peach, pear and pineapple smells.
After we tasted, we can feel the acidity and dryness. Because the
wine was aged in a partly oak barrel, we have a bit of the buttery
taste in our tongue.

We use “dry” to describe wine because after we drink it, we feel
like drinking it again like our mouth is dry. White wine normally
pairs with seafood, chicken and less greasy dishes. White wine
should be consumed in 5 years, not like red wine can be stored
longer.

Red Wine. After the Chardonnay, we then tasted the 2005
Montes Alpha Cabernet Sauvignon. While holding our glass at 45
degree, we could see 2 colors of redness. A layer of light red is at
the top followed by the dark red color. The thicker layer of light
red color, the more aged the red wine.

Again we followed the 5 steps above in tasting the red wine.
However, instead of using fruit flavors to describe the smells,

we use jams, preserved fruits,

cigars, chocolate or coffee to

describe the smells. Red wine

is like tea full of tannic acid (H

#J& ), which is good to our

health. Tannic acid gives us

the astringent () taste, which

is going down our throat, in !
contrast with the fruit taste 3

going up in our mouth. Tannin
gives us the buttery taste, the
longer the wine ages, the more buttery it tastes. So aged red
wine tastes very smooth. Red wine can be stored more than 5
years, but should be consumed in 40-50 years. A 50-year old red
wine may smell good but taste like nothing.

Wine Glasses & Pouring Wine. When we pour wine, it should
be stopped at the widest part of the glass, normally half a glass.
This will give us room to swirl the wine and to oxidize. Red wine
glasses normally have bigger belly and the top rim is more open
too. The reason we use stemware for wine is to hold the glass in
the stem so that our body heat will not warm up the wine. Riedel
brand has quality wine glasses and it is sturdy enough to endure
the dish washer.

Wake Up the Wine. Red wine bottles should be opened one
hour before consumption to allow the wine to “breathe”, oxidize.
The younger the wine, the longer it should be aerated. White
wine can be awaken for up to an hour in an ice bucket. Champaign
can be awaken for 20 minutes.

Tips. The price of the wine depends on demand. Good wines
are not necessarily expensive.

Wine being the product of grapes is naturally affected by the
weather. Mr. Huang told us due to the good California weather in
1994, 1996, 1999, 2000, 2005 and 2006, we have good wines
in these years.

Beringer Winery. When we arrived at Beringer Winery, our
group went into a large tasting room. We were welcome by
glasses of wine that they had pre-poured for us. Each one of us
tried 5 kinds of wine in the following sequence, from light white
to dark red.

* Sauvignon Blanc

¢ Chardonnay
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* Pinot Noir blueberry smells. It is good with lamb and pork. It has 3 weeks of
*  Merlot skin contact. You can drink this type in 3 years.

* Cabernet Sauvignon

Cabernet Sauvignon. The 24-26 months in the oak barrels give

30-second of Swirls & 3 Sips. We were told to give quick swirls , . .
, , this type of wine smooth and buttery taste. It has 4 weeks of skin
to each glass of wine for 20-30 seconds to wake up the wine . ) .
, . ) } contact. It is great with cheese and steak. You can age it 5-10

and liven up the fruit smells. We should give each glass 3 sips.

years. ECHAN - NI

We will taste the acidity in the first sip, fruit in the second, and full
appreciation of the wine in the third.

Sauvignon Blanc. It is called the
new world style wine, originated
from Australia and New Zealand.
It is very light and should be
served chilled. It has grapefruit
and guava smells. It is aged in
stainless steel barrels with a bit
of oak. It should be consumed in
the first year.

Chardonnay. It has pear and
pineapple smells. It is less
acidic than Sauvignon Blanc.
Chardonnay is called the queen
of wine, where Cabernet
Sauvignon the king of wine. Both
types of white wine should not
be chilled more than 40 minutes.
For already opened wine, it
should be taken out of the fridge
before drinking.  All white wine
should be used within |-3 years.

Pinot Noir. It is made with the
most delicate red grapes. It has
cinnamon, cherry and cranberry
smells. It can be paired with
chicken, turkey and ham, so-
called the holiday wine. This is
the least red because it has only
2 weeks of skin contact.

Merlot. It has allspice and

37 k3 | F 4% (EllenYuLau) » db—4% 1975/ - BRI “BEHHMAI6F"  (CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER™) o T 4% b 2% 3 By R AR e B4 75 b P A8 A 3 % 2L B4 5 R & 84
A2 HEEMARELEALE (MBA), &R H2LL -




http://www.tfghaa-nc.org

=2, Point Lobos

%35 2009 | 2008 ;BENFRE R | 13

Z k= H R

wEEmmE #ER

2R

= =y o =

F1EH A 1 51 T
8%] HIE*[JPomt Lo%mboﬁs[%ﬁ ) E
fﬁafﬂl FF(/DF [Erl [F= qﬁgﬁj
AL o ‘f = S
YT Carmel Valley Salinas -
Watsonville & &Kl 7R E
Earthbound Farm=*The Farm[’y

FRIBIEE - 2 -

3R
219 R AR -

6H
’?}iﬁﬂlfﬁv[lﬁ?‘ 6F—JFJ%LF§§Point Lobos - Earthbound
Farm®» The Farm » 3¥ 7The Farm -
6F 21 N phss (P~ 27~ 32, ~ e~ &
ﬁ%}ﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁ T JFJ o T Y T R L
TEE o (BB~ YR RIRRL e ;l&f I
O A JF£E$WV$ igiesfr
&%;{FIJFJ&F@ [ A R oY
”%‘T

)¢
%g

B AL TS MBE D Poin

LobossJ Y LB » FElE ™ - Lﬁf‘ﬁf%’)@ﬁi &5 NPV IR
o A :FFIIF“ H?H Flp JﬁE?IFE’H % RIEES gJ fl
RLAF [ eI~ N T HERSHRS S s
Py

7H

TR -t
IE_{HJ% R 45/‘“%* » Point
Lobos Sallnas e B t[F[j% ¥R =

» LR £ BEEIEE > IS
’FL“Z[: 50 * A pusiEETH > upgradeds
FE'56 & A o

8H

RS S
e R R
/d\

Hdi# Salinas Old Town [IY

Steinbeck Center » [y * "y ™ B 07—~ & » il

7] fﬁ'i‘iiﬁéﬁn\;él Ry BRI [‘E& ) ’ﬁi’feﬁr'ﬁwﬁfé
ffFJFLEiJ‘? Point Lobos Reserve ﬁlJohn Steinbeckfle ¥ o 17
TRE LTI & i S AR
presentation ¥ ﬁ?ﬁiéﬁﬁ B

85J16E|7F'}E1*JFI 0 TR EE IVPoint LobosE Y H
R R o 1N RS FRT SR

AT WJf‘ﬁIEW@IW$%%ﬂ’@m1H
P SRR RO P R SRR

PR~ WO

T” 1"The Farm - uﬁjg R, J;{gj_ﬁ 'ié;iﬁﬁﬁg}i
P [Fﬁﬁf’f?ﬁfB*IFﬁ ?E ﬁ%ﬁﬁ “x 7 mh RIS wﬁi&
[RERII @2&» = E N TE RS ’]#FIJ?:ﬁ Gt
FLBHRIE (2] GRE | Ut o SR BRSNS Y
O EEE R, RS FAYHay Ride™ U Wiz =
Pﬁ?ﬁfﬁlﬁ‘l’:‘ ~ = Yum!

g RN M

ﬂl - Steinbeck Centerfi J@

L.

®&ac
%Wﬁ@%
:ivﬁWE%*

IJ:J\/‘E[fF

e

‘:]J,JJAJ

I FEI‘J“‘JL;ﬁFfJ
bl

, j,p;JE.gQﬁgmﬂ/j b Bl
kT““ EEP I FIPOR ] > F et Nl
A b AR S T
TFGHAA-NC!

i AT o Fu ’EIIEII&HJ%JHV}

J_l_

PR B3 8 1989 A » R — kR A F - :]




14 | 2008EE)BENFRE F I | 44 2000

REBRERKG—ZF

m Pk

S E| e T
LB A IR
LR B 4
Kg}ﬁﬂf\ﬁ“j{?jq'ﬁjﬁiy“‘jj
”J\L*Wﬁ‘ifi‘?* FJ'I Fre T
- _E,JﬂFth Llfpj%\ﬁyﬁ
i S gk
FOTHR Y o IS4
fEB A - B
E*'fﬂ}‘/‘ s bl llg, ”Fe
~EEVE E e fFJL['
F B R - 251
PLE IR E H145 Y
- Lqm$w
o) ek = R G5 N
PR R A i
Cooking Demo 3‘9flfjﬁ|}§"§/’f‘%ﬁWhy me ? Z§ 14 ﬁﬂlﬁ}
B A %iﬁﬁlﬁf 2 B [0 IR SRR SR
é‘%%ﬁg??ﬂﬁlﬁ N CRE ek E%E[ﬂtrlﬂj,i
200825 AT 1 2 T AR BBAEE R S
IR o IV RO - SRS B
FLES TR R E FAT’JT?J’Town of Danville fIt%} f,’iﬂjgwﬁ[ SR
fif Cooking Demo’Jg#45 »  E[ATFLT: Ehfp T Bb™= ¢ A%
L 2 HERLES I ¢ AR i H%’J SRRALa
Pt PIRTETEEZ o S TR T YR B VR o T
iﬁ’fﬂ% 4% ¥ [iucooking demo projectt: HiHi TE[1 5
sk »;ﬁgﬁl , { # —L;ibgqmpgr ZEaE mj H Fl
B RIUTRLFE S ¥ R OHEE i/[”'j‘ﬂ L R

==
[

FUPHII e =L FIPUE I~ o 5 292 SRS 35
;%EI[H'%@T‘EWFﬂ VERIL o B R ET IS HIE
G [ R AR A A R - Fu
’E[E' IWE‘éié?Jrﬁ P % pat Eﬁliﬁﬂ}"ﬁ, af e
Q‘RRMﬁH&W@% SIS R TR wﬁﬁw
ER PR SR PR DY R T S o F TR S
- f*' Sk iRl 5. 3\?’4‘» % Ok HUL”*
i ﬁh‘ﬁﬁl”yi ’LF—F%EIEIT MBRR o X E IV LRLEER
e o PRy = [ Safeway > 5 IR ﬁ‘ [FEL s 24
[g! i gt flitchicken  dishes o PRAG & A5 | : o 12 Ty
s T X SSRGS o # DM Sk

F A
—V'l

g
f“&“

’_‘\JI'

JEoME— LR B ET

j,z_[’g

I=INN

T e 12 3‘93]?1][1}3‘1
REE B
73 [ o Pl PRt |
Rt B Y Ay
S S R
(T TV RS > B RLER
EfitAlmond Chicken °
POEL - RLE S B
fr R v left overfit
salad  Hypasta - ;ﬁﬁﬂ
ALY SK
LI
Z[Fillo Dough™ i >
el s SRR Y
Appetite ° ?JWHHBU
Shrimp  Strudel » j‘ﬁﬁ

e 5 fﬁﬂ REE AR G ¢ -
FORLYE G T (e gL EURNEE T (R 2

ﬁ%%ﬁ@%ﬁowﬂﬁmﬁﬁbﬁiﬂT%ﬁﬁﬁo
S ALY - P LR 8 -
iy D T ORPR] » R

By i A w’ﬁ%%W%’%Wﬁ’”W”HﬁWE
= 1&1 NIRRT WY o M L B
puz s F'Hbi g AN I e 5 R Ny WL iRk e
'—v:‘%:fﬂrfwmhf@ CRBHTiTE e N i T )
f° G P90 132 S < SR Y g
AU SIS R 2 iR EFQI@«%P* e
it multitaskingfl 54 "k o fie— A “ 1’}?1 E0 EL?FEIEfgﬁlfJ
AT B AT AP RL G e J T (E o s

market/s Ly AOREEL o SRR B B l'ﬁ B
[ gl o RUERIPSRLAN ag R (71 J SRR IR
I ER

EEE A PRI S PR Y - b
53 JustinkLEHYIT] - % RLESH M {TH] - 3% 3
]’F‘igljlﬁﬁ[?ﬁﬁ:ﬁ o T T &ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ; ’ I&:E’EIFILJE—;SZIEF
SRR S5 o WA TR o HEAL A
R Eﬁf IZARHIRS = & T-p DRLEERE > =i
i o Justin 75| g :#EEFJ * B I U
Y& i i RS ROTE LI o P T el
Wik > TAERRE '{ZF@EQ]EILJE%I%%F}’_L ERIEE A E S



http://Mww.tfghaa-nc.org

P IO @ PP - 25 R - B
PIRUSCE BT b o S - 3 IR 5
E‘S«% ] o LA PRRLAT SRR S Y o PRI e

Flj ;HJ#I G5 counter_FiVappliances = it > oI f]l
ﬁ‘]%sj%‘ }ET,‘]_'—EWE??@Z?EI THE EH"F:EILJJQ"%" ELT‘_"
TR 3«‘7 fi=B o T fﬁ#[(ﬂ‘;ﬁ%rﬁﬁf PEY T e

J#gﬁ% o ﬁ%,[?ilﬁ_lgiﬁl%ﬂl g EPREE AE
e lg’ﬁ"* + G —EI eS| IE[ Ji’ MBS J?’F}ﬁﬁb'ﬁfﬁfi g
’F Elf’ T}E,PI‘PE{ FHE= A pteam workhkdtf'ﬂﬁfﬁ':l“‘
— ¢ fiicooking demo ° ’5[ fit 5% 57~ ifiAlmond Chicken -
Justing i * 9 » ATELA T - LAY
— PHECE it’s very good o < HEES & FiE EIUT%FF[ P
Erde o PR R RIEPF D 3 Eﬁﬁé fHEr o = ° f,
(S O IR - TWT#%??
T Bl (1o 52 % (bl o Sty o7 e i e E“:T
FIE R *Ffﬁh SRS E T S e
HEY o

PIERETS TRAVESY LLFP?E;TF s H ] R -
Wf%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ_ﬁﬁhﬂ’ﬁﬁg@ﬁﬁo
IEFEE TSRS A - R
HIFVEY o AR = T e E T punEf T e
(IIREE o fEZE & - i@t B ﬁ] o I&;[INEE?TITFF
ﬁlPZE[‘Jfﬁ‘j'—FWPT;’fJ[J\%;»‘[LfﬁBd %ﬁjgiﬁzlﬂl:ﬂﬁl@%‘:”f&
H[ %@E‘L?idj* ;[FZ,I el | 25 4 T ERE Eﬁﬂ;ﬁfj
B o RHE S R LSS R LW R
PV F AT - YN SV BRRS % £ P2
BT RS I RS

Fustinffl S48 .0 2 SE IS [0 3 Tohn -
= EY, o John UF w5l - HITIAT, o ‘IE“,’?9 " =] 57 =
S S ORI R 11 T
panic ° Johnf:, F3t ¢ Bﬁ’ﬁiﬂﬁ\’j\ﬁl% » SafewayiliFig I -
B N afﬁjj(
I Y
e BB AL
L SR
S E M o L
e == fﬂ‘l‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ
B KT
A7 pLE S Y-

%35 2008 | 2008 ;BENFRE RN | 15

FREE T
S 32 4 B 7
T o E
F B
B T
?IFKI » LEPE o
iy £ i < s e
B
o e Eﬁ? 2
T AT A pu s T Eﬁ@*%’%ﬁiﬁ"ﬂ"?g
RERRIY KPP eSS -

B pusS e B ] MBNEERRE o T RS R
F&24 | Eﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁf PEEE S R I RS e 3
HIE e VRLYLIE VEREAY © 2k JRg 211 y}qﬁﬁ i AT
%= % fiucooking demofLf!iZy = £ - i&*fﬂifﬁl g ?

“EUE E'UT%I” o FUR L RIFERRL Y f%ﬂi;ﬁ{,iﬁ}
Fle 'F‘Ljéﬁgﬂpp# R LY o Tiﬁf&ﬁ'lﬁg\ﬁ' - ERLy i
Y RRINEY o TS MR %;ﬁlﬁﬁfm [’ﬁ ﬁ”%ﬁ?l $
TP BT ORIE -

iﬁﬂfﬂ# AEIRAF ) 35
Eﬁ'?ﬁiﬁ’ ° mf9lf'3E' F [f[ “F

* (R R PO
B AR - 7 Mk

ﬁmmw#pﬂﬁiwﬁﬁ+%ﬁﬁw%J
FRTER AT - SV EVRIEE T D4 o9 -
- IO 2 5 T RALG AT T Sl i
R e it

| ¥ 3‘2";\[_?."?&& g\}iﬁ;ﬁﬁ o g[ BIAYEL »
e fidet- [ A R IEAR 1 o U S 1C (e
[P FSETI  EXERL 4RI - L T A
F O o B S TR [ R

awﬁwW@W°ﬁW%ikwaﬁiwwﬁw“W%
7;1’:; F'?EJ pras E"‘

S IS O R R T L

[—‘—‘?l Tlfl
Qe
FGHAA-NC

T R R
S B RG o B AT AR -

b—H1963F K A - B — L EMIRAATHIRA A —HEE R




16 | EBEEN | #2000

JEoME— LR B ET

X FZE Alohn !

PR 2 BB

= P10 B[R USRI g 1™
AV 552136078 FIAOTS =75 700 o SBR[ |pu s 2k
wgﬁﬁ’é¢f%%%7w%wﬂjmﬁ”’fﬁﬂ
HIF T 2008 U4 5] 19-26F F,[ﬂJFﬂpJ[ﬂj Sy T BE
v W %m}%@ﬁ%; A Jiﬁgl’ﬁ

12007 SEJF'axEJiIF fipe ¥ [FE;CI e P
WIS

T g -] sé‘“‘ﬁ‘ s IELY S e [l
Er:

z&g}iﬂ

F%W—@iﬁﬁiiiﬁiﬁ’i
& F 2R B Al
SERTLER g i
*%@ﬂ%txﬁgo RUEAPT L ED
I e ’ﬁ%r
Lot # e AL R ﬁj Wi
’ [JHFLJEFE HOpop e F e U [l I i P

e
Pt

T2 e % ek d
,ﬂifﬁ:ig‘l‘ﬁa 2i¥@ A Row
S ENAECEN YRR T R
’&%«k%’%.*’ b > Pdend d fof iz o
PR KT RA S RPN 60E hEFYE > AT

&
A A2

ENLUP ﬂwﬁﬁﬁﬁW’*jﬁ%ﬁw{a
ﬁ%ﬂz#\[ W,Hrjﬁ 8 &pJL o PIRLER D] P E TR
TR A ﬁupﬁgﬁlplﬁ%? ’ ﬂ%ﬂr@u £ Li
gwguﬁ #fm ARG T 5 > FIHIES S0 5 P

e

FROENHE SRR S
L‘*J'['?E ? e e i Fclﬁg F‘lﬁ kR A /[mﬁ
EREE R (- ﬂWP*NWWE%’ﬁﬁ
leﬁy [y > — [Hlﬁlﬁb [H[:gzﬂjgl]},;ggﬁ ?ﬂ
o R

B T 2o ARSI SR AR s
PSSRl 5 e o IR W PN B N 5g] - 8053 Y
PR IR 314 RN By WP EREE] nfi‘ff
S ETHS o Flfl»:\ug-\:g[ f}aiﬂﬁa?ﬁmﬁ%m Nl

PIH TR LA SRR 5 B

»fﬂ@ Ll
= 0 R
| ;ﬂ HﬂF‘[HFJpJT N

o L WH T U
- P IpLILAA 55 3¢

4ﬁW?FH“’?£
[leﬁ P IkE]
&~ EI}'EJH

EE fg&a’wﬂﬁz

o MRACE Y

L[l 5@ }%‘ % -

o rEERE %Huﬂ Y S

F Hilof Uk [ 124> @iﬁlﬂii&&[ WPV S > TR
?ﬁ B T S AR
'l[[ o

KR Hp JF 1o E :\ﬁ[, NE T ;Ff,] | s = > 25
f§- “Pride of America” PPy gl f [T 2K B 3p]ap] v
RS %mﬁﬁ’W$R@$wﬁw+ HFW+
P9 LT BR L R s 03 98 53 F, ’fﬂi TR
B -

ST B (AL R B BUVRE S
P PREE PR Y - SRR AL e B
f’iﬁ'ﬂ*ﬁ‘g‘l’ﬁ@l']’l PR INES e %y'vﬂm:;@

WREIUPIS

P Sty B IR R 3ﬁF@v
*® TU/H E)(FJE‘:I: BISRES Hliﬂ.f F VFH‘;{H* ’ IE?]-{_
;;E o

SRS HER - BPRRERL ARAR RO R
SRR 0 RO B R R R R
FILE b R - IR B LTS

TF A s T ﬂ&”rﬁ YRR AR > DR

T R T SR )

i@%ﬁﬁ@%°’*W*ﬁ*ﬁWﬁﬂ’ﬁWFW

k@*%uf’ﬂiﬂ'lﬁﬁhw’ﬁ#%%Ffﬁ
IEJH °

HAURBH AR ST E - S FTERE
HTE l%#fﬁﬂjﬂﬂﬁi*upﬂﬁgﬁﬁau pu#rﬂéﬂ ; ?[*T
. ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂwyf’”4%wﬁﬁ - (e

ﬁ



http://Mww.tfghaa-nc.org

FI e IiE 2L » B RPN o B 2 S
A N N RN NS TR TUIH[JEJJ@??I?‘ ,
R = o R I IS lF?#'l?*ﬁfﬂfW* o
FTFU}E%%E'?'T U RLES s PR RS ’d’ g

1313 BESPICRI T 5 G A 1SR P T R
zﬁg‘&wh}aﬂﬁ"?W”ﬂ’gﬁwlPﬁﬁﬂ&
gl 18" I S L AL OO
jfﬂi:’a*W@@ﬁ”%ﬁ fif e AH )RR R R

R TR il > SR k=

TﬁWﬁHl B R R € R AL B S
SRR &< & |F<»|L‘;}iu 25 ?TH'fL'E A ﬁﬂifﬁlﬁl

F;J'y—?&%?/ﬁli?‘,aﬁ B R A IS (LAY B - B
- BN P G B 50
F1Z Tl > (RORL = 5 2 AR e R B e
F) o Wea s IRV » 2 HIE P el B
RS 5 [ -

S YR o B NPV R
o T TR ﬁ%ww’@mimu :
<RSP R SR > - B AR
A IRy R A (liRF: S L HC S S 2 ?
H i i LRV FUR I A O] SRR 4
RENEEEIRE A B R o #*ﬁﬁﬁ ISR i
iﬁﬂ%M“%%ﬁE?ﬁwEv%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ?fo

ST » I G BN L
Py - ﬁ@%ﬁ%%%w 4 W ?wU%ﬁ
FIRL” P2 fIpa o g S

e o [ELRLEmERE? TU BRI
; EJE':iIZIJ'}‘_‘ 5 E *‘$—‘ =, P’EII\/I;%[E

ﬁ.}‘,éﬁ.—? ’ Ai—' 1:'3‘

FE=y ff"i‘,ﬁ'}’f" R T > P P EH S T
ﬁ;p“«ﬁqi*’v’@ﬁ@ﬁ PE o Fle lﬁﬁﬁj@‘gggm[ s BT
2 iﬁil’fiﬁ“ ‘%ﬁ”{ﬂ I'FﬁEI‘JF a0 RURLA PR - F
f\_ﬂ[ﬁk‘ [F‘;{v » = fr[ 73 [ %‘4'14 > Jil
{2 (ZpOELRE - ?ﬂrﬁ X EXSERNATSN (RN (S E o
AR 05 2 L LR oL
E-[EIUE\JJEI"?Q fi E[fwﬁx}'_}ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ“&i W JuF&
“VPRAT GHEQ wmwﬂ9¥+swli Bkl
B2 T IR AT BETEREE 258 - = WAEE Y
CIRE (NN E RIS N el
UL R TR
SN R T M&Wﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ Sl
_ q:FE»J)EIEIUHIEZIEJ H P:“FIHI P‘/f\_rl{!y
FEp F'iﬁﬂj‘ AV I{HI% A e X @f&wfﬂeﬁu

Jﬂﬁﬁp/) "o

—||

= l@imﬁ“”m;ﬁgf i PALBLE
ﬂ*%ﬁ SRR 2 N o%

w5 2000 | EEEEER | 17

PIER D B S B 0 B 5 o - (R
W%%!i%@ﬁ%aﬁ?@%ﬁ»J¢WﬁW»@m
Wﬁ%(wﬁﬂﬂﬁ%%wyﬁ%§W@)’ﬁ‘W@

R ﬂi:MﬁUﬁf* 2 LGRS S
3! ?‘Ji\ﬁju pi Jﬁl%" Eli_»;iytf ijflﬂlﬁ YHA T ilj o

1 5 T
B R
Oh my friend we’re older but no wiser,

“Those Were the Days” [IV#

For in our hearts the dreams are still the same!
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Those were the days my friend, we thought they’d never
end, we sing and dance for ever and a day........
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Waiting in the posh, upscale
shopping emporium of Taipei 101, |
felt the modern pulse of a city moving
forward. Yet ever so slightly a whiff of
yesterday permeated in the air, redolent
of home. And there you came, down
the escalator, flashing that same charming
smile of yesterday as if time had never
. elapsed. With it, | caught up with that
sprightly junior high school girl in freshly pressed sailor-collar
uniform again. Time and distance separate, yet vivid memories
precipitate and stay.

If it weren't for the 30-year high school reunion, our
otherwise paralleled courses of life might never have the chance to
cross again. Was it predestined or just one beautiful happenstance?
The day your soft voice carried over the phone, | felt all the lost
years had returned. With too much to say on the phone, you
casually mentioned your son’s deafness. Fumbling for words, |
sensed that tenderness in my heart. Since then and over the
years, little by little, | came to learn the story of your extraordinary
life, like block letters on paper, catchy and poignant.

Memories of a simpler time and images of a fancy-free
you still stay with me. In the years we studied, frolicked, and
dreamed together, you were the princess of our time: willowy
and demure, bright and gracious, born to a well-to-do family with
three big brothers, and always dressed in impeccably pressed
uniform. You were full of life. | never failed to envision a fairytale
destiny for you, perfect in every way.

Now, under the café’s soft light, | saw pensiveness in your
eyes, blended by fate's uneasy path. Your princess-like heart still
gentle and warm, but melancholy now and then shadowed you
face between smiles. You seemed to have found happiness in
the result of the presidential election and the joy of celebrating
it. Then came the news of your son'’s job reassignment - from a
technical position to a mundane supportive position. It was, sadly,
due to the perceived weakness of his hearing disability.

My heart ached. As harsh as reality has been and as
despairing as a less accommodating society has been, | knew you
would be up to another round of challenge for your son’s future.
Your battle began the day you learned that your infant son was
deaf. Pondering on a future for him, and powered by immense
motherly love, you made up your mind that he be brought up
and educated like a normal child, and that he be given an equal

Ak

m L?‘
chance of opportunities in the society.

You left work. You made yourself the ears for your son.
You tape-recorded every class he attended. You trained him to
lip-read. You taught him every class again after school. There
were long days and long nights, as well as endless sacrifices, but it
was the only way by which he could receive a normal education.
No matter how daunting the path had been, you plodded on,
never ceasing to be his mentor, pillar, and friend, sometimes his
only friend.

Day in and day out, nourished by your devotion, his world
expanded and flourished just like that of a normal child. From
elementary school, to junior high, to high school, and onto
college, he had accomplished all that a normal child would have
and beyond. Graduating with a degree in information science, he
joined the workforce. It was a feat no ordinary people can ever
imagine, and behind it, a motherly giant chiseled out of a fairytale
princess, bitter and sweet all at once.

Over the years, you sent me pictures of mother and son,
in Milan, in Vienna, in Prague, in Budapest, side by side, his face
happy and content. | took immense pleasure in looking at these
pictures, for they stoked a sense of redemption. | came to realize
that your son, though born deaf, had never missed much of this
animated world, for he had been hearing the world all along
through you.

Yet lonely is your quest for a destination. With both parents
gone, and a distant, sullen husband who chooses to lock in his own
world of metaphysics, you have been and will always be alone to
tackle a vulnerable future. But that hasn't deterred your spirit to
cull life’s simple pleasures, like making teddy bears through a craft
class. The day | received your Christmas card made of a snapshot
of your cuddly teddy bear, | realized that hardship could not and
will not take away the gleeful, dexterous person inside you, for
you have transcended adversity with the grace of a princess.

As dusk cast a pall of darkening blue over the sky and city
lights glinted under the canopy, we knew we had to part our way
again. Modern, deft MRT whisked us home. Soon | would be
heading back to the States. | stepped off the train and cast one
last glance through the closing door, your face framed by rush
hour crowd. There, as clearly as ever, | saw in your beautiful face
a stout mother looking forward to hope, a gentle soul making
peace with fate, and a towering giant dignifying the true meaning

of altruism. TFGHAA-NCi
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